
 

 

 
 Title of the activity MAKE YOUR PERSONAL MAP 

 

Description 

 

The method aims at a subjective observation of one's environment. The 
environment is first perceived and then visually recorded by creating one's 
own map. Through the personally designed maps, different perceptions 
and realities of life in a common space or environment (neighbourhood) 
become visible and can lead to a discussion within a group. 

Participants go out of the classroom and explore the neighbourhood. They 
can either be sent off with a pre-determined thematic question or 
approach the space with open questions such as: What do I perceive? 
What can I see, hear, smell? What do I feel? The focus is on consciously 
perceiving the surroundings and thus experiencing a very individual idea of 
the neighbourhood, which serves to develop the map. During the walk 
through the neighbourhood, photos, notes or drawings can be made, 
which can be used in the design of the maps. 

Creating the maps: The participants are allowed to be creative in designing 
the maps. There are no restrictions or rules. They can decide how they 
want to illustrate what they have perceived and how they want to share 
their perception of the neighbourhood with the group. The result can be a 
(digital) collage, photo or video production from the images obtained. Or 
an analogue map/poster made from collected or provided materials. 

 

Aims 

 

● Becoming familiar with the neighbourhood/environment 

● Creating visibility of (urban) everyday life 

● Enabling encounters 

● Creating a change of perspective 

● Support creativity 

Main skills addressed 
● Empathy 

● Self-expression 

 

Why is this activity 
suitable for 
promoting civic 
participation and 
integration? 

 

Especially for people who have difficulties expressing themselves verbally 
and in writing, due to lack of language skills, the method opens up another 
opportunity to express oneself. This method could lead to an exchange or 
a discussion on how people see their environment and their place in it. 



 

 

Link to website (if 
available) 

https://orangotango.info/de/kritisches-kartieren/ 

https://www.subjectiveeditions.org/ 

Type of activity Outside the classroom, Reflection 

  

Suitable for how 
many participants 
(min. / max.)  

Small and large groups 

Indication of 
duration of the 
activity 

If you want to use this method in one sitting, it takes about 1 hour +. The 
method can also be spread over several days. 

Indication of 
preparation (time, 
which material are 
needed) 

The teacher prepares a short input on the topic of mapping for the 
participants (What are maps for? Who creates maps? What are the 
different types of maps?). In this context, illustrative examples should be 
used. For visual support, it is recommended to transmit examples on a 
larger screen. In this case, appropriate digital media are required. 

For creating the maps the following materials are needed: Paper, pen, 
cardboard, post-its, glue, scotch tape or similar handicraft utensils for the 
design of the individual maps of the participants 

Evaluation method (if 
applicable) 

The participants are allowed to present and explain their maps in front of 
the group. Leading questions for the discussion could be: Were the same 
aspects perceived? Were the perceptions completely different? What are 
the differences and similarities? The next walk through the neighbourhood 
will also be exciting, because of the new perspectives. 

 

 

https://orangotango.info/de/kritisches-kartieren/
https://www.subjectiveeditions.org/

